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Hello parents and guardians,

We are almost to the fourth quarter of our school year!  On April 16th, we will hold We are almost to the fourth quarter of our school year!  On April 16th, we will hold 
the last day of quarter three and it is an early dismissal day so please plan 
accordingly for your student(s).  I remain so proud of all the hard work our students 
have been doing this year, despite the many obstacles!  I know how frustrating our 
quarantining has been for students and parents, but I hope your student’s teachers 
have been helpful during those difficult transitions.  While we may not have had as 
many cases as some schools, we have had enough to be disruptive to student 
education so I have appreciated your understanding and patience through these education so I have appreciated your understanding and patience through these 
occurrences.  

We are currently conducting progress monitoring through iReady and Unify.  Early 
results show that our students are showing improvement in their Reading, Math, 
Science and Civics skills and knowledge.  They are coming to school prepared to 
learn so thank you for supporting them daily.  If you wish to learn more about how 
we’re meeting the needs of your students and of the school, I encourage you to join 
me at our next School Advisory Committee meeting on April 23rd at 8:30am.  We 
meet via Zoom and you can get the link by calling the school and leaving your 
email address or by emailing me directly, melissaal@leeschools.net.  Likewise, we email address or by emailing me directly, melissaal@leeschools.net.  Likewise, we 
will have some opportunities for parents to be involved in our Parent Teacher 
Organization (PTO) next school year.  We are looking for parents who currently 
have 6th and 7th graders in our school and want to partner with us on making our 
school the best it can be.  I hope you’ll consider joining!

Finally, we are looking forward to celebrating the success of our 8th grade students 
who are being promoted to high school.  Unfortunately, parents will not be able to 
attend our in-house Promotion Ceremony on June 14th, but we plan on sending a 
Zoom link out to you so that you can follow it live.  In addition, June 15th will be 
our 8th grade celebration day with socially-distanced activities.  We are proud that 
several local businesses are stepping up to provide donations and food for that 
event.  If you would like to contribute in some way (other than volunteering), 
please email Ms. Lauren Amiel (laurenja@leeschools.net)  or Mrs. Rebecca Garry please email Ms. Lauren Amiel (laurenja@leeschools.net)  or Mrs. Rebecca Garry 
(rebeccalg@leeschools.net) . 

I am always available by email or 
phone if you have any concerns or questions.

Yours in partnership,

Principal Mea Layner



Regional Science Fair Winners
Elsee Cribbs      2nd place in Earth and Environmental       
                            Sciences

Lorena Huang   3rd place in Earth and Environmental       
                             Sciences

Abigail Kholer    Honorable Mention in Engineering and   
                                    Materials Science

Kayla Thrasher   3rd place in Environmental Engineering
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Before your child can begin the 7th grade he/she 
must have documentation of having received the 
following immunizations: TDaP booster (Tetanus, 
Diphtheria, pertussis) after the age of 7.

We encourage all parents to have their child seen We encourage all parents to have their child seen 
by a private physician or health care provider in 
the community prior to the busy summer season to 
receive the required immunizations.  Private 
physicians and clinics charge according to their 
established fees.  Vaccines required for children are 
available free of charge from all Lee Health 
Department facilities.  Remember you must bring Department facilities.  Remember you must bring 
your child’s immunization records with you to help 
determine what immunizations are required and 
to provide the information necessary to fill out the 
Florida Certificate of Immunization Form DH-680.

Early Childhood 
Learning Services

The School District of Lee 
County

Head Start 
Is Accepting Applications
For Children who are 4 years old on or by For Children who are 4 years old on or by 
Sept. 1st

**Applications for children 0-30 months are 
accepted for Early Head Start Early Head 
Start CCP

Federal Income Guidelines must be met
 
For Information and to apply:  Please visitFor Information and to apply:  Please visit
https://eclc.leeschools.net
Or call 
239-332-2512

a note from the 7th grade team

Why Your Child Should Read for 20 minutes Every Day
“Why can’t I skip my 20 minutes of reading tonight?”

LET’S FIGURE IT OUT --- MATHEMATICALLY!

Student A reads 20 minutes five nights of every week;
Student B reads only 4 minutes a night… or not at all!

Step 1: Multiply minutes a night x 5 times each week
Student A reads 20 minutes x 5 times a week = 100 minutes per weekStudent A reads 20 minutes x 5 times a week = 100 minutes per week
Student B reads 4 minutes x 5 times a week = 20 minutes per week

Step 2: Multiply minutes a week x 4 weeks each month
Students A reads 400 minutes a month
Student B reads 80 minutes a month  

Step 3: Multiply a month x 9 months per school year
Student A reads 3600 minutes in a school year
Student B reads 720 minutes in a school yearStudent B reads 720 minutes in a school year

Student A practice reading time is equivalent of ten whole school days a year.
Student B gets the equivalent of two school days of reading.

By the end of 6th grade, if Student A and Student B maintain these same reading habits, Student By the end of 6th grade, if Student A and Student B maintain these same reading habits, Student 
A will have read the equivalent of 60 whole school days.  Student B will have read the equivalent 
of only 12 school days.  One would expect the gap of information retained will have widened 
considerably and so, undoubtedly, will school performance.  How do you think student B will feel 

about himself/herself as a student?

Did you know?

Families develop more language for their children when they read aloud to their children, model 
the habit of reading (as adult readers), and talk to and play games with their children.

Children who start school without such language experiences are not able to read with their peers 
and struggle to “catch up” for the rest of their school years.

Children who are read to develop reading skills, vocabulary, the ability to visualize (and therefore 
think abstractly), have more general background knowledge, and enjoy reading—thereby reading 
more (which increases their knowledge, skills, and reading ability).

Reading to children, with children, and by childrenReading to children, with children, and by children
 is the key to having children become good readers. 

A note from Mrs. Cooke 
Promotion!

Middle grades students are required to successfully complete the academic courses as follows in order to be promoted
to the 9th grade:

• English Language Arts:
 o Three middle grades or higher courses in English Language Arts (ELA).

• Mathematics:
 o Three middle grades or higher courses in mathematics.
  o Middle schools must offer at least one high school level mathematics course for which students may earn
      high school credit.
 o To earn high school credit for Algebra 1, a middle grades student must take the statewide, standardized
      Algebra 1 EOC assessment, which constitutes 30 percent of the student’s final course grade, and earn a
      passing grade in the course.
 o To earn high school credit for a Geometry course, a middle grades student must take the statewide,
      standardized Geometry EOC assessment, which constitutes 30 percent of the student’s final course
      grade, and earn a passing grade in the course.      grade, and earn a passing grade in the course.

• Social Studies:
 o Three middle grades or higher courses in social studies, one semester of which must include the study
      of state and federal government and civics education.
 o One of these courses must be at least a one-semester civics education course. Each student’s
      performance on the statewide, standardized end-of-course assessment in civics education shall
      constitute 30 percent of the student’s final course grade.
   o A middle grades student who transfers into the state’s public school system from out of country, out of
     state, a private school, or a home education program after the beginning of the second term of grade 8
     is not required to meet the civics education requirement for promotion from the middle grades if the
     student’s transcript documents passage of three courses in social studies or two year-long courses in
     social studies that include coverage of civics education.

• Science:
 o Three middle grades or higher courses in science



Our next meeting will be 
Friday, March 16th when 
we create poetic 
expressions to Welcome 
Signs of Spring! 

Our club is open to all Our club is open to all 
levels of talent and we 
would love to add new 
members.
Please join us in room 
37A, Mrs. Brown's room at 
8:30 a.m.

NJHS
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Lunch is during the 5th and 6th block.  If you are a Home 
Connect student you need to report to class at 11:30 and wait 
until they tell you it is time for lunch.  Be sure to check back with 
them when your lunch is over. 

Bell Schedule
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